No college football would 
quash billions in revenue 


While optimism remains, impact of no season 
would be felt beyond campuses. In Sports 
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Track your 
stimulus check 


While millions have already seen 
the payout, the Internal Revenue 
Service is expected to offer an 

online tool as soon as Wednes- 

day to get a better clue on when 
you'll see your Economic Impact 
Payment via IRS.gov/eip. 1B 


LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


US to ‘halt’ funding for 
World Health Organization 


President Donald Trump’s administra- 
tion will “halt” U.S. funding to the 
World Health Organization as it re- 
views the organization’s handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the presi- 
dent announced. Trump accused the 
agency of not moving quickly enough 
to sound the alarm on COVID-19. 


May 1 may be ‘a bit optimistic’ 
to reopen economy, Fauci says 


Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, suggested that easing social 
distancing should take place ona 
“rolling” basis because of the way 
COVID-19 struck different parts of the 
country. In an interview with The As- 
sociated Press, he called a target date 
of May 1 to reopen the economy “a bit 
optimistic” because critical testing 
and tracing procedures are lacking. 


Global cases near 2 million 


The pandemic has claimed more than 
25,000 lives across the country, and 
there were almost 600,000 confirmed 
cases. Worldwide, there were more 
than 125,000 deaths and almost 2 
million cases, as of Tuesday afternoon. 


Connecticut governor praises 
vice president’s task force 


Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont said 
Vice President Mike Pence’s Coro- 
navirus Task Force deserves a “shout- 
out” for its good work despite Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s “verbal hand 
grenades” tossed at some governors. 
Lamont, a Democrat, said he and the 
governors of Delaware, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Rhode 
Island will make the decision together 
on how best to roll back the stay-at- 
home orders in their region. 


— Nicole L. Gill 
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U napshot 
Technology helps, but it 
doesn’t replace contact 


Americans who say making everyday 
interactions online or over the phone 
will be... 


Not much 
help: 
8% 
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* 1% of respondents gave no answer 
SOURCE Pew Research Center, March 19-24 survey 
AMY BARNETTE, DAVID ANESTA/USA TODAY 


In a most unusual year, 
Save Our Shows goes on 


USA TODAY’s 23rd annual survey gives viewers 
a say on networks’ “on the bubble” series. In Life 
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A day in 

the trenches 
in a Florida 
hospital 


Doctors and nurses face 
long hours and long odds 
in a story told in images 
of their struggle to stem 
the tide of COVID-19. 
Nation’s Health 
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Health care workers 
sick by the thousands 


At least 27 have died 
from virus, CDC reports 


Adrianna Rodriguez and Ken Alltucker 
USA TODAY 


More than 9,000 health care work- 
ers across the United States contract- 
ed COVID-19 as of last week and at 
least 27 died, according to a report 
released Tuesday by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 


Of the 9,282 health care personnel 
confirmed between Feb.12 and April 9 
with the disease caused by the new coro- 
navirus, more than half, 55%, reported 
having contact with COVID-19 patients 
only within the health care setting. 
About 73% of the workers who provided 
personal information were women, and 
the median age of those infected was 42. 

Ninety percent of the infected health 
care patients were not hospitalized. Of 
the 8% to 10% who were, up to 5% were 
admitted to intensive care. Among the 


27 who died, 10 were 65 or older. 

The CDC conceded the report’s find- 
ings underestimate the number of cases 
among health care workers because of 
uneven reporting across the country. 
While in some states only 3% of CO- 
VID-19 patients were health care per- 
sonnel, the number was closer to 11% in 
those with more complete reporting. 

Dr. Robert Glatter, an emergency 
physician at Lenox Hill Hospital in New 


See CDC, Page 3A 


Governors versus Trump 
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New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu tours a makeshift medical facility March 24 with Army National Guard Col. David 
Mikolaities, center, and Air National Guard Col. Erik Fessenden in Manchester. CHARLES KRUPA/AP 


With styles quite unlike president’s, some flex their muscle 


Bart Jansen 
and Courtney Subramanian 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - While President 
Donald Trump commands the spotlight 
at White House coronavirus briefings — 
sometimes overshadowing and contra- 
dicting federal experts — America’s gov- 
ernors often take a different tact, letting 
state epidemiologists and public health 
officials lead the way. 

In New Hampshire, Gov. Chris Sunu- 
nu holds nearly daily news conferences 
carried on WMUR, where he describes 
executive orders or offers feel-good mo- 
ments about charitable contributions 
to leaven his dire warnings. The state 
had 1,020 cases and 23 deaths through 
Monday morning, according to the 
state Health Department. 

“This could spike at any moment,” 
Sununu said April 9. “That’s exactly 
what we're trying to avoid.” 

But then Sununu steps aside for Lori 
Shibinette, commissioner of Health 
and Human Services, or Benjamin 
Chan, state epidemiologist, to explain 
why steps like staying home could re- 
duce the strain on hospitals and save 
lives. Projections call for as many as 
40,000 infections and 800 deaths 
statewide if no action is taken but say 
the figures could be cut in half — or more 
- with “community mitigation,” he said. 

“We can substantially reduce the 
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number of infections and the number of 
deaths,” Chan said. 

The president routinely wields his 
lengthy briefings to spar with reporters, 
push an experimental treatment or so- 
licit praise for his successes. But as gov- 
ernors across the country brace for a 
looming surge of disease in their states, 
they often turn to doctors to interpret 
what the numbers mean and explain 
why recommendations matter. 

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf warned 
in a Facebook news conference April 8 
that “we do not yet have the virus under 
control.” The state had 24,199 cases and 
524 deaths by noon Monday, according 


New York 
State 
Police and 
National 
Guard 
members 
direct 
visitors to 
a test site 
April 9 in 
the parking 
lot of 
Lehman 
College in 
New York 
City. DAVID 
DEE DELGADO/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


to the state Health Department. 

“We're trying to buy time,” Wolf said. 
“We're trying to get ahead of the spike 
in the demands on our health care 
system.” 

But then he turned to the state’s sec- 
retary of health, Rachel Levine, for de- 
tails on where infections were clustered 
and how scarce resources are deployed. 
For example, she said the state received 
18 million N95 masks and nearly 
900,000 surgical masks from the na- 
tional stockpile. She said the state is 
studying ways to sterilize used masks. 


See GOVERNORS, Page 4A 


